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Close Reading: Chameleons 

This freebie is a Close Reading passage about Chameleons. It’s also 
included in the Close Reading Using Informational Text unit for 3rd 
grade which has 8 different passages (historical, biographical, 
scientific, and technical texts), as well as handouts, and posters. 
There’s also a Close Reading for 4th/5th grades unit and a Close 
Reading Questions Stems Bundle.
Click here to see the Close Reading for 3rd Grade unit in my 
Teachers Pay Teachers store.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Close-Reading-Informational-Text-3rd-Grade-Close-Reading-1128584


Please note: 

This resource was created by Jenn Larson, The Teacher Next Door. It may 
be printed and photocopied for single classroom or for homeschool use. 

It may not be placed on the Internet, sold, or distributed in any form. If you 
would like special permission or have any questions, please feel free to email 
me at theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com

I’d love for you to check out my Teachers Pay Teachers store and follow 
me for more student friendly resources which target standards.

Let’s connect:

Get ideas from my website and blog: 
http://the-teacher-next-door.com/

Meet me on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/TheTeacherNextDoor

Join me on Instagram:
http://instagram.com/theteachernextdoor/

Check out my Pinterest Boards:
http://www.pinterest.com/TeacherNextDoor

Thanks so much,
Jenn 

Credits:
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  Close Reading is a Common Core strategy that asks students to dig deeper 
into a text, to pull out greater understandings from it. I think it's a great 
strategy but might be likened to salt…a little is good and a lot is terrible. It is a 
strategy that should be used sparingly and definitely not with every read. Once or 
twice a month is a nice amount in my opinion because each time you do this 
strategy, the students re-read the text, so most likely you are taking several 
reading sessions to complete this. You do want to keep kids "hooked" on reading 
and enjoying independent reading as well. 

 There are a multitude of ways to do Close Reading. Some do three reads, 
some do four. Some start with the teacher reading aloud and others start 
reading independently. My advice to you is to find what works for you and stick to 
it! I have researched it a great deal and have decided how I like to do Close 
Reading, so I created handouts of my procedure in this unit. There's one for you 
and also a handout you can give to kids if you like. All of the passages I designed 
use the three reading method. I have also created two blank templates. One is 
numbered for the three reads, while the other has no titles, so you can sure do 
four if that's your preference. The nice thing about these is that they're open 
ended, so if you find a really good passage from something you're reading in class 
or maybe a Time for Kids/Scholastic magazine, you can use your own questions 
and have students record their answers on these forms. 

 More details… I know when I went through teacher training, we were taught 
to frontload stories to help kids connect to them and to understand them 
better. We might have told some background information or explained some of 
the more challenging vocabulary. Close reading though, is never to be frontloaded 
in that way. The whole idea is for the kids to do the work to come up with their 
own understandings and if we just hand it to them on a platter, it's like giving a 
new farmer a bushel of corn but not allowing him the joy of growing it. So, resist 
the urge and trust that with this process, they will be getting what they need. 

 A big part of Close Reading is annotating the text. The process handout I 
mentioned tells when this is done and there's also a handout with some suggested 
markings. And, of course, you can make up your own or add to this. Nothing is set 
in stone. 
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Teacher Notes 



 About questioning…Close Reading uses questions that are "text based". This 
means that kids must have read the text to be able to answer this. For example, 
even though we ask kids to make connections all of the time…this is thought to be 
a good reading strategy, asking about a child's connection would not be a Close 
Reading type of question because really, someone could come up with a 
connection by reading the title or even partially reading the text. The questions 
used in Close Reading try to force kids to go back to the text and to dig deeper 
to find answers. 

 More about the questions… After the first read, students will answer Key 
Ideas and Details types of questions. These questions ask basic information 
about key details, characters, setting, main idea, or who/what/when/where types 
of questions. After the second read, the questions are ramped up a bit and deal 
with the passage's Craft and Structure. Students will be asked about vocabulary 
choices, text features, text structures, and point of view. When the third text 
reading is complete, students will answer even higher-level thinking questions called 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. These questions ask them to compare and 
contrast, to find cause and effect relationships, to synthesize and analyze 
information from the text.  

 To be able to have good questions on hand, I have created a separate set 
of "Question Stems for Close Reading" that can be used with any text. 

Question Stems for Close Reading 

The Close Reading Question Stems are titled as well as color coded and are the 
size of task cards, which makes them handy. That way if you're using your own 
text, you can easily find questions at each level which will match the passage. 

 So…now you're ready to jump in, I hope. If it's any comfort, think about 
some advice I received when I had my first baby…the good thing is that they 
don't know if you're doing it right either! Let that be a comfort to you as you 
start using Close Reading. You will grow as you go in your ability to use this reading 
strategy. ☺ 

 

Feel free to email me if you have any questions: theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com  

 

Thanks so much, 

Jenn 
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Name: ____________________________________________ 

 There are about 90 different species of chameleons, which are reptiles. Some 
chameleons are fairly small, at about four inches long including their tails. The largest species, 
found in East Africa, however, can grow up to two feet long. These lizards live in a variety of 
habitats, from rain forests and lowlands, to deserts, scrub savannas, and even on 
mountains. Many chameleons live in trees, but some live in small bushes, in the grass, under 
fallen leaves, or on top of dry branches. Chameleons can be found in Africa, Madagascar, 
India, Sri Lanka, and Spain. 

 One of the most interesting things about chameleons is that they are able to change 
their skin color quickly. Most people think their skin color changes to match their 
surroundings and to hide from predators, but this isn't true. The amount of light the 
chameleon is in, the temperature, and the chameleon's feelings of nervousness or fear, will 
cause the chameleon's skin color to change. For example, if a chameleon is afraid or angry, it 
will turn bright green and if it is hungry, it may be brown or yellowish-gray. Usually though, 
the chameleon's rough skin is a dull brownish-green. 

 The chameleon's body has several features that make it different than most lizards. 
For example, while many lizards have five toes on each foot, their toes are not grouped 
together. On each of the chameleon's feet however, the toes are grouped with two 
together and then three together. This lets the chameleon hold on to branches easily. 
Another example is its tail. The chameleon's tail is almost like another leg, as it can wrap 
around tree branches and hold on when it is climbing. Even though many lizards can regrow 
their tail if it is broken off, a chameleon doesn't have that ability. Also, another difference 
can be found with the chameleon's eyes compared to most reptiles. The chameleon's eyes 
can move in different directions at the same time! This gives it a 360-degree view around its 
body, and helps it find food.  

 What do chameleons eat? Chameleons like to eat insects like locusts, crickets, 
grasshoppers, stick insects, and the praying mantis. Larger chameleons may also eat small 
animals like birds and other lizards. A few species have been known to eat plants as well. Since 
chameleons don't move very fast, they use their incredibly long tongue to catch the insects 
they eat. Their tongue is so long, it is almost as long as their whole body! In fact, chameleons 
have to keep it bunched up inside their mouths until they see a prey they want to stalk. 
Once they see their prey, chameleons are able to quickly dart out their suction cup-like 
tongues and capture their prey.  
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Scientific Text: 

Chameleons 



After the 1st Read: 

1. What did you learn from this passage? _______________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. Explain how chameleons live in a number of different habitats. Make sure 
to provide proof from the text. _____________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

After the 2nd Read:  

3. How does the author feel about chameleons? Remember to show proof 
from the text. _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Identify a sentence from the text that shows how long the chameleon's 
tongue is. __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

After the 3rd Read:  

5. Describe reasons and evidence to support the idea that chameleons are 
different from other lizards in several key ways. Make sure to provide 
proof from the text when possible. ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

6. Find a cause and effect relationship in this passage and explain it in your 
own words. _________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________      
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 There are about 90 different species of chameleons, which are reptiles. Some 
chameleons are fairly small, at about four inches long including their tails. The largest species, 
found in East Africa, however, can grow up to two feet long. These lizards live in a variety of 
habitats, from rain forests and lowlands, to deserts, scrub savannas, and even on 
mountains. Many chameleons live in trees, but some live in small bushes, in the grass, under 
fallen leaves, or on top of dry branches. Chameleons can be found in Africa, Madagascar, 
India, Sri Lanka, and Spain. 

 One of the most interesting things about chameleons is that they are able to change 
their skin color quickly. Most people think their skin color changes to match their 
surroundings and to hide from predators, but this isn't true. The amount of light the 
chameleon is in, the temperature, and the chameleon's feelings of nervousness or fear, will 
cause the chameleon's skin color to change. For example, if a chameleon is afraid or angry, it 
will turn bright green and if it is hungry, it may be brown or yellowish-gray. Usually though, 
the chameleon's rough skin is a dull brownish-green. 

 The chameleon's body has several features that make it different than most lizards. 
For example, while many lizards have five toes on each foot, their toes are not grouped 
together. On each of the chameleon's feet however, the toes are grouped with two 
together and then three together. This lets the chameleon hold on to branches easily. 
Another example is its tail. The chameleon's tail is almost like another leg, as it can wrap 
around tree branches and hold on when it is climbing. Even though many lizards can regrow 
their tail if it is broken off, a chameleon doesn't have that ability. Also, another difference 
can be found with the chameleon's eyes compared to most reptiles. The chameleon's eyes 
can move in different directions at the same time! This gives it a 360-degree view around its 
body, and helps it find food.  

 What do chameleons eat? Chameleons like to eat insects like locusts, crickets, 
grasshoppers, stick insects, and the praying mantis. Larger chameleons may also eat small 
animals like birds and other lizards. A few species have been known to eat plants as well. Since 
chameleons don't move very fast, they use their incredibly long tongue to catch the insects 
they eat. Their tongue is so long, it is almost as long as their whole body! In fact, chameleons 
have to keep it bunched up inside their mouths until they see a prey they want to stalk. 
Once they see their prey, chameleons are able to quickly dart out their suction cup-like 
tongues and capture their prey.  
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Scientific Text: 

Chameleons 



After the 1st Read: 

1. What did you learn from this passage?  

Answers may vary.  

2. Explain how chameleons live in a number of different habitats. Make sure to provide 
proof from the text.  

The text stated that chameleons live "… in a variety of habitats, from rain forests and 
lowlands, to deserts, scrub savannas, and even on mountains." 
 

After the 2nd Read:  

3. How does the author feel about chameleons? Remember to show proof from the 
text.  

Answers may vary: I think that the author of this passage thinks that chameleons are 
fascinating animals. The way the author described them made it sound as if he/she 
though they were quite unique. For example, when talking about color change, the text 
stated "One of the most interesting things about chameleons is that they are able to 
change their skin color quickly." 

4. Identify a sentence from the text that shows how long the chameleon's tongue is.  

The text stated that "… they use their incredibly long tongue to catch the insects they 
eat. Their tongue is so long, it is almost as long as their whole body! In fact, chameleon's 
have to keep it bunched up inside their mouths until they see prey they want to stalk." 
 
 

After the 3rd Read:  

5. Describe reasons and evidence to support the idea that chameleons are different 
from other lizards in several key ways. Make sure to provide proof from the text when 
possible. 

Answers may vary: The text stated that a chameleon's toes "…are grouped with two 
together and then three together." Also, it uses its tail to "hold on when it is climbing" 
although they can't "…regrow their tail if it is broken off…" Also its eyes "…can move in 
different directions at the same time!" 

 

6. Find a cause and effect relationship in this passage and explain it in your own words.  

Answers may vary: With different amounts of light, the chameleon's skin color will 
change… With different temperatures, the chameleon's skin color will change... If the 
chameleon feels nervous or scared, its skin color will change… If a chameleon is afraid or 
angry, it will turn bright green... If it is hungry, it may be brown or yellowish-gray. (Need 
only one answer) 
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