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Thank you so much for downloading this freebie! I hope that this 

resource will work really well in your classroom!

You May: 

• Share this resource with the students you teach using a link, direct email, 

or via Google Classroom™ or a similar password protected platform.

• Post this on your classroom website IF it is password protected.

• Print items for use in your classroom.

You May NOT:

• Post images of this unit or any part of it without permission on a class or 

school website, on a district server, or anywhere on the internet that is 

visible to the public.

• Share PDFs or links to the Digital Resource with another teacher, 

homeschool parent, or anyone else. You may direct them to my website 

newsletter sign-up or to my TpT store.

• Use this as a template to create a new resource.

• Re-sell this unit.

If you have any questions, please email me at:

theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com 

Thank you so much!

Please note:

This is a free resource but it does represent hours of hard 
work and time on my part. I simply ask that you please 
respect my work and follow my terms of use. Thanks for your
understanding!
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Your feedback is important to me: 

If you have trouble printing, see a small  mistake, or have a question, please email 

me at theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com or use the “Ask a Question” feature on 

TpT, before leaving negative feedback. I  will do my best to fix the problem ASAP! I 

really want you to be happy with this resource.

Copyright © 2020 The Teacher Next Door

All rights reserved by author. Permission to copy for single classroom use only. 
Electronic  distribution limited to single classroom use only. Not for public display. 
Redistributing, editing, selling, or posting this unit or any part thereof on the 
Internet is strictly prohibited. Placing any part of  this this product on the Internet is 
a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).

Credits:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Miss-5th 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Amy-Groesbeck

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips

I’d love to connect with you…

Get ideas from my website and blog: http://the-teacher-next-door.com/ 

Meet me on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TheTeacherNextDoor 

Join me on Instagram: http://instagram.com/theteachernextdoor/

Check out my Pinterest Boards: http://www.pinterest.com/TeacherNextDoor

Thanks!  

Jenn
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Teacher Notes
Thank you so much for downloading this freebie!

This Text Evidence Color Coding set is also part of a Text Evidence 
Differentiated Unit. It includes 10 color coding passages (with 3 levels for 
each passage), 8 practice passages with questions (and 3 levels for each 
passage), 3 games with 32 task cards for each, and more!

If you like this freebie, I’d love for you to check out the Text 
Evidence Differentiated Unit for 3rd – 5th grades!

Click here to take a look at the Text Evidence Differentiated Unit:
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Text-Evidence-Activities-Print-and-Digital-for-Google-Slides-Distance-Learning-3862906


Teacher Notes: Text Evidence

This FREEBIE includes the following:

• Print version of the Text Evidence Color Coding 
Passage in 3 levels with keys

• Google Slides™

Color Coding Passage with Questions (3 levels)

Please note: 

1. All of the slides can also be opened as PowerPoints, so they can 
be used on other compatible educational platforms. See the last 
page of the teacher notes for more details.

2. If your students are using iPads, they will need the Google App 
and the Google Slides app (free) in order for these to work well 
for them.

3. To assign specific Google Slides, simply make a copy of your 
master file and delete the slides you don't want to assign. Make a 
new title and assign the smaller set.
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There are lots of ways to teach Text Evidence. I’ll share what I like to do for 

the color coding passages part here but feel free to teach it any way you’d 

like, of course.

1. Introduction or Review

By 3rd, 4th, or 5th grades, most students will have been introduced to text 

evidence. If not, we do a lengthier introduction. If they have, I start with a 

quick review to refresh their memories. We talk about evidence in general 

and what that is. For example, if there was a bank robbery, what kinds of 

evidence might we find? Maybe fingerprints, a witness’ description of what 

the robber was wearing might be helpful, and eyewitness accounts of what 

the robber looked like, a license plate of their vehicle and ideally… a  bank 

video of the robbers. This evidence gathering has a purpose, to identify the 

robbers and to prove our case. Text Evidence is like being a reading 

detective. We have to carefully go back into the text and find the proof we 

need to prove our case (to answer the question).

2. Color Coding

Before we dive into how to write up text evidence, kids need lots of 

practice just finding it. 

The color coding passages are differentiated into three different levels. All 

of the passages with the same topic look the same at first glance. The 

easiest level though, is indicated with a number one in tiny print on the 

bottom left side. The medium level is number two and the most challenging 

level is number three. There is also a key for each level, since the text 

evidence might be slightly different for each one. 

Teacher Notes
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If you’d like to read more about how to teach text evidence, here 

are two blog posts I wrote that might be helpful. 

Click here to read Citing Text Evidence in 6 Steps.

Click here to read: Teaching Text Evidence in the Upper Elementary 

Classroom.

***Please read the Teacher Notes for Digital on the 

next few pages to grab the links to the digital color 

coding passages!

Teacher Notes
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Text Evidence Color Coding

Teacher Notes for Digital:

If you are already familiar with Google Classroom™, see the links 
below.

*** Please note that this may only be used for your own students in a 
password protected website like Google Classroom™ and is for your 
students only. To share with teacher or homeschool parent friends, 
please tell her/him about this freebie on TpT or about signing up for the 
newsletter to access the free resource library. This freebie may not be 
placed on the internet openly, may not be placed on a class/school 
website or district server or anywhere that is visible to the public. Thank 
you for your understanding!

Color Coding Passage Dragonflies Level 1:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1enXyEPp1OpX8efsJvyQsSurw
6S4tXt9fWL7HmDd5-RI/copy

Color Coding Passage Dragonflies Level 2:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wRIPD1-
FDeb9NYdwrzu0ozk_-lYc_Dpg0K-sKMX9xsQ/copy

Color Coding Passage Dragonflies Level 3:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VdAomW_m5A4ztlTsvJHuAr
d2_lqtW7qKXmD4YRaBDRM/copy
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Google Classroom™
How to Make Assignments in

1. Make sure you have access to Google Classroom™. It’s easiest if you have a 
school or district account (free). See your school administrator if you don’t 
currently have access.   www.classroom.google.com Besides having your own 
Google account, each student will need his/her own account for Google 
Classroom™

2. Download the Link for the Google Classroom™ Resource. Make sure it is in the 
browser you’ll use to assign it to students.

3. It will ask you if you want to make a copy (yes). Open the File on your own          
Google Drive™ and you’ll see it is in the edit mode (look at the end of the URL 
and it says edit). Save this as your master copy. You do not want students 
editing this copy.

4. Go to Google Classroom™. Click on Class Work. Then click on Create.

5. Click on Assignments. Type in the Title. You can also add the points, the due 
date, the topic, and the rubric, or you can leave these blank.

6. Click on Add. This is the content for the assignment. There are several options 
for what you’d like to add. For something in your Google Drive™, click on Drive 
(it has the triangle logo shape). Then click on the file to insert the one you 
want to assign.

7. VERY IMPORTANT: Next to the attachment there is a drop down with an 
arrow. It will give you three options:
Student can view file. (no)
Student can edit file. (no)
Make a copy for each student. (yes!) 

Make sure to click the make a copy for each student. This way each student 
has his/her own unique link and cannot edit your file or anyone else’s.
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Google Classroom™ (Cont.)

How to Make Assignments in

Note: You can NOT edit the assignment once you click make a copy for each student. 
If you need to make changes, DELETE the assignment and start over. Otherwise, the 
pieces will not move correctly.

8. Click on Assign. You can select all students or select individual students to 
differentiate.

9. Once you have created an assignment, you can view each student’s progress in 
Google Classroom™ on the Stream page.

If you'd like to see a blog post with screenshots of this process:
Click here for How to Make Assignments in Google Classroom™

For more information:
Click here to read Why You Will Love Using Google Slides™

Click here to read What You Need to Know About Google Forms™

Click here to read Google Classroom™ FAQ

To use Google Slides with any other online platform:

Here are some of the learning platforms that are compatible (within a few simple 
steps) with Google™: SeeSaw™, Schoology™, Canvas™, Microsoft OneDrive™, 
Notability™, Nearpod™, Blackboard™, Padlet™, EverNote™…

I am most familiar with Google Classroom™ but my friend Danielle Knight, from 
Study All Knight, has an excellent blog post with step by step directions for 
converting Google resources to other platforms: 
https://www.studyallknight.com/how-to-move-your-google-drive-teaching-
lessons-to-the-top-education-apps/

Thanks! 
Jenn
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Name:___________________________________________________  

  
       Dragonflies have been around for millions of years. 

Dragonflies who lived in the dinosaur age were a lot 

larger than dragonflies today. They were the size of 

seagulls. From the end of one wing to the other was two 

and a half feet across! 

        Today, there are about 5,000 different kinds of dragonflies. They can be 

found around the world in warm places. Dragonflies lay their eggs on or near the 

water. They live near rivers, ponds, lakes, and wetlands. 

        A dragonfly is an insect. It has six legs and three main body parts: a head, a 

thorax, and an abdomen. Unlike flies and mosquitoes, which have two wings, 

dragonflies have four wings. Their wings are long and see-through 

(transparent). They can move each pair of wings separately or at the same time. 

They can fly in one place and even fly backwards! They are also some of the 

fastest flying insects in the world. They fly at about 30 miles per hour. 

Dragonflies can be many colors, from white, to green, red, yellow, or blue. 

        A dragonfly has two very large eyes. They have excellent eyesight A 

dragonfly has compound eyes. This means that each eye has thousands of 

smaller eyes. Their eyes let them see even the smallest movements. Scientists 

have found that most of a dragonfly’s brain (80%) is used for sight! 

        Dragonflies are meat eaters (carnivores). They like to eat tiny insects like 

flies, midges, gnats, mosquitoes, bees, and butterflies. They catch their prey in 

the air while flying. To catch their prey, dragonflies use their legs to create a 

basket. They swoop in to catch their prey and hold it in place with their legs. 

Then they often eat their prey while still flying. Dragonfly predators are reptiles 

(like lizards), ducks, frogs and toads, fish, and small mammals. 

        A dragonfly has an interesting life cycle. A butterfly has four stages. A 

dragonfly has three stages: egg, nymph, and adult. Dragonflies have an 

incomplete metamorphosis. Females lay their eggs near the water, or in the 

water, often on floating plants. In two weeks, the eggs hatch. A young dragonfly, 

called a nymph is born. Nymphs live in the water for up to three years. As the 

nymphs grow, they molt (shed their skin) about fifteen times. When the nymph is 

ready to become an adult, it climbs out of the water at night. It sits on a plant. 

The dragonfly does not make a chrysalis or a cocoon. It simply molts for a final 

time and an adult emerges! When the wings become dry, the dragonfly is able to 

fly. Right away, it looks for its first meal as an adult. 

Dragonflies 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how fast dragonflies fly. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes the size of a dragon’s 
wingspan during the dinosaur age. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes which animals are 
predators of the dragonfly. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells why dragonflies live near 
water. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many wings a 
dragonfly has. 

6.  Using orange, underline the text which describes how many stages the 
dragonfly has in its life cycle. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes what a dragonfly likes 
to eat. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains how often a nymph molts. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ How does a dragonfly move its wings? 

10. _____ What are compound eyes? 

11. _____ How do dragonflies use their legs to catch prey? 

12. _____ What color is a dragonfly? 

13. _____ How long have dragonflies been around? 

14. _____ What is a dragonfly’s life cycle like? 

15. _____ How many kinds of dragonflies are there?  
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Name:___________________________________________________  

  
       Dragonflies have been around for millions of years. 

Dragonflies who lived in the dinosaur age were quite 

a bit larger than dragonflies today. They were the size of 

seagulls and their wingspan was two and a half feet across! 

        Today, there are about 5,000 different kinds of dragonflies. They can be 

found around the world in warm areas. Dragonflies lay their eggs on or near the 

water, so they live near rivers, ponds, lakes, and wetlands. 

        Since a dragonfly is an insect, it has six legs and three main body parts: a 

head, a thorax, and an abdomen. Unlike flies and mosquitoes, which have two 

wings, dragonflies have four wings. Their wings are long and transparent. They 

can move each pair of wings separately or together. They can fly in one place 

and even fly backwards! They are also some of the fastest flying insects in the 

world, flying at about 30 miles per hour. Dragonflies can be a variety of colors, 

from white, to green, red, yellow, or blue. 

        A dragonfly has two very large eyes and has excellent eyesight. Since a 

dragonfly has compound eyes, each eye has thousands of smaller eyes. Their 

eyes allow them to notice even the slightest movement. Scientists have found 

that 80% of a dragonfly’s brain is used for vision! 

        Dragonflies are meat eaters (carnivores) and like to eat tiny insects like 

flies, midges, gnats, mosquitoes, bees, and butterflies. They catch their prey in 

the air while flying. To catch their prey, dragonflies use their legs to create a 

basket. They swoop in to catch their prey and hold it in place with their legs. 

Then they often eat their prey while still flying. Dragonfly predators include 

reptiles (like lizards), ducks, frogs and toads, fish, and small mammals. 

        A dragonfly has an interesting life cycle. Instead of four stages, like the 

butterfly, dragonflies have three stages: egg, nymph, and adult. They go through 

incomplete metamorphosis. Females lay their eggs near the water, or in the 

water, often on floating plants. In two weeks, the eggs hatch and a young 

dragonfly, called a nymph, emerges. Nymphs live in the water for up to three 

years. As the nymphs grow, they molt (shed their skin) about fifteen times. 

When the nymph is ready to become an adult, it climbs out of the water at night 

and sits on a plant. The dragonfly does not make a chrysalis or a cocoon. It simply 

molts for a final time and an adult emerges! When the wings become dry, the 

dragonfly is able to fly. Right away, it looks for its first meal as an adult. 

Dragonflies 

© The Teacher Next Door 

 

1 

2 

p 

3 

4 

5 

6      

Dragonflies 2 



 

Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how fast dragonflies fly. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes the size of a dragon’s 
wingspan during the dinosaur age. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes which animals are 
predators of the dragonfly. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells why dragonflies live near 
water. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many wings a 
dragonfly has. 

6.  Using orange, underline the text which describes how many stages the 
dragonfly has in its life cycle. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes what a dragonfly likes 
to eat. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains how often a nymph molts. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ How does a dragonfly move its wings? 

10. _____ What are compound eyes? 

11. _____ How do dragonflies use their legs to catch prey? 

12. _____ What color is a dragonfly? 

13. _____ How long have dragonflies been around? 

14. _____ What is a dragonfly’s life cycle like? 

15. _____ How many kinds of dragonflies are there?  
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Name:___________________________________________________  

  
       Dragonflies have been around for millions of years. 

Prehistoric dragonflies were quite a bit larger than 

dragonflies today. They were the size of seagulls and  

their wingspan was two and a half feet across! 

        There are about 5,000 different species of modern dragonflies. They can 

be found around the world in warm climates. Dragonflies lay their eggs on or 

near the water, so they live near rivers, ponds, lakes, and wetlands. 

        Since a dragonfly is an insect, it has six legs and three main body parts: a 

head, a thorax, and an abdomen. Unlike flies and mosquitoes, which have two 

wings, dragonflies have four wings. Their wings are long and transparent. They 

can move each pair of wings separately or simultaneously. They can hover in one 

place and even fly backwards! They are also some of the fastest flying insects in 

the world, flying at about 30 miles per hour. Dragonflies can be a variety of 

colors, from white, to green, red, yellow, or blue. 

        A dragonfly has two very large eyes and has excellent eyesight. Since a 

dragonfly has compound eyes, each eye has thousands of smaller eyes. Their 

eyes allow them to detect even the slightest movement. Scientists have found 

that 80% of a dragonfly’s brain is devoted to vision! 

        Dragonflies are carnivores and like to eat tiny insects like flies, midges, 

gnats, mosquitoes, bees, and butterflies. They catch their prey in the air while 

flying. To catch their prey, dragonflies use their legs to create a basket. They 

swoop in to catch their prey and hold it in place with their legs. Then they often 

eat their prey while still flying. Dragonfly predators include reptiles (like lizards), 

ducks, frogs and toads, fish, and small mammals. 

        A dragonfly has an interesting life cycle. Instead of four stages, like the 

butterfly, dragonflies have three stages: egg, nymph, and adult. They go through 

incomplete metamorphosis. Females lay their eggs near the water, or in the 

water, often on floating plants. In two weeks, the eggs hatch and an immature 

dragonfly, called a nymph, emerges. Nymphs live in the water for up to three 

years. As the nymphs grow, they molt (shed their skin) about fifteen times. 

When the nymph is ready to become an adult, it climbs out of the water at night 

and sits on a plant. The dragonfly does not make a chrysalis or a cocoon. It simply 

molts for a final time and an adult emerges! When the wings become dry, the 

dragonfly is able to fly. It immediately looks for its first meal as an adult. 

Dragonflies 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how fast dragonflies fly. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes the size of a dragon’s 
wingspan during prehistoric times. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes which animals are 
predators of the dragonfly. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells why dragonflies live near 
water. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many wings a 
dragonfly has. 

6.  Using orange, underline the text which describes how many stages the 
dragonfly has in its life cycle. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes what a dragonfly likes 
to eat. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains how often a nymph molts. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ How does a dragonfly move its wings? 

10. _____ What are compound eyes? 

11. _____ How do dragonflies use their legs to catch prey? 

12. _____ What color is a dragonfly? 

13. _____ How long have dragonflies been around? 

14. _____ What is a dragonfly’s life cycle like? 

15. _____ How many species of dragonflies are there?  
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       Dragonflies have been around for millions of years. 

Dragonflies who lived in the dinosaur age were a lot 

larger than dragonflies today. They were the size of 

seagulls. From the end of one wing to the other was two 

and a half feet across! 

        Today, there are about 5,000 different kinds of dragonflies. They can be 

found around the world in warm places. Dragonflies lay their eggs on or near the 

water. They live near rivers, ponds, lakes, and wetlands. 

        A dragonfly is an insect. It has six legs and three main body parts: a head, a 

thorax, and an abdomen. Unlike flies and mosquitoes, which have two wings, 

dragonflies have four wings. Their wings are long and see-through 

(transparent). They can move each pair of wings separately or at the same time. 

They can fly in one place and even fly backwards! They are also some of the 

fastest flying insects in the world. They fly at about 30 miles per hour. 

Dragonflies can be many colors, from white, to green, red, yellow, or blue. 

        A dragonfly has two very large eyes. They have excellent eyesight A 

dragonfly has compound eyes. This means that each eye has thousands of 

smaller eyes. Their eyes let them see even the smallest movements. Scientists 

have found that most of a dragonfly’s brain (80%) is used for sight! 

        Dragonflies are meat eaters (carnivores). They like to eat tiny insects like 

flies, midges, gnats, mosquitoes, bees, and butterflies. They catch their prey in 

the air while flying. To catch their prey, dragonflies use their legs to create a 

basket. They swoop in to catch their prey and hold it in place with their legs. 

Then they often eat their prey while still flying. Dragonfly predators are reptiles 

(like lizards), ducks, frogs and toads, fish, and small mammals. 

        A dragonfly has an interesting life cycle. A butterfly has four stages. A 

dragonfly has three stages: egg, nymph, and adult. Dragonflies have an 

incomplete metamorphosis. Females lay their eggs near the water, or in the 

water, often on floating plants. In two weeks, the eggs hatch. A young dragonfly, 

called a nymph is born. Nymphs live in the water for up to three years. As the 

nymphs grow, they molt (shed their skin) about fifteen times. When the nymph is 

ready to become an adult, it climbs out of the water at night. It sits on a plant. 

The dragonfly does not make a chrysalis or a cocoon. It simply molts for a final 

time and an adult emerges! When the wings become dry, the dragonfly is able to 

fly. Right away, it looks for its first meal as an adult. 

Dragonflies 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how fast dragonflies fly. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes the size of a dragon’s 
wingspan during the dinosaur age. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes which animals are 
predators of the dragonfly. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells why dragonflies live near 
water. (2 possible answers) 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many wings a 
dragonfly has. 

6.  Using orange, underline the text which describes how many stages the 
dragonfly has in its life cycle. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes what a dragonfly likes 
to eat. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains how often a nymph molts. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. __3___ How does a dragonfly move its wings? 

10. __4___ What are compound eyes? 

11. __5___ How do dragonflies use their legs to catch prey? 

12. __3___ What color is a dragonfly? 

13. __1___ How long have dragonflies been around? 

14. __6___ What is a dragonfly’s life cycle like? 

15. __2___ How many kinds of dragonflies are there?  
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       Dragonflies have been around for millions of years. 

Dragonflies who lived in the dinosaur age were quite 

a bit larger than dragonflies today. They were the size of 

seagulls and their wingspan was two and a half feet across! 

        Today, there are about 5,000 different kinds of dragonflies. They can be 

found around the world in warm areas. Dragonflies lay their eggs on or near the 

water, so they live near rivers, ponds, lakes, and wetlands. 

        Since a dragonfly is an insect, it has six legs and three main body parts: a 

head, a thorax, and an abdomen. Unlike flies and mosquitoes, which have two 

wings, dragonflies have four wings. Their wings are long and transparent. They 

can move each pair of wings separately or together. They can fly in one place 

and even fly backwards! They are also some of the fastest flying insects in the 

world, flying at about 30 miles per hour. Dragonflies can be a variety of colors, 

from white, to green, red, yellow, or blue. 

        A dragonfly has two very large eyes and has excellent eyesight. Since a 

dragonfly has compound eyes, each eye has thousands of smaller eyes. Their 

eyes allow them to notice even the slightest movement. Scientists have found 

that 80% of a dragonfly’s brain is used for vision! 

        Dragonflies are meat eaters (carnivores) and like to eat tiny insects like 

flies, midges, gnats, mosquitoes, bees, and butterflies. They catch their prey in 

the air while flying. To catch their prey, dragonflies use their legs to create a 

basket. They swoop in to catch their prey and hold it in place with their legs. 

Then they often eat their prey while still flying. Dragonfly predators include 

reptiles (like lizards), ducks, frogs and toads, fish, and small mammals. 

        A dragonfly has an interesting life cycle. Instead of four stages, like the 

butterfly, dragonflies have three stages: egg, nymph, and adult. They go through 

incomplete metamorphosis. Females lay their eggs near the water, or in the 

water, often on floating plants. In two weeks, the eggs hatch and a young 

dragonfly, called a nymph, emerges. Nymphs live in the water for up to three 

years. As the nymphs grow, they molt (shed their skin) about fifteen times. 

When the nymph is ready to become an adult, it climbs out of the water at night 

and sits on a plant. The dragonfly does not make a chrysalis or a cocoon. It simply 

molts for a final time and an adult emerges! When the wings become dry, the 

dragonfly is able to fly. Right away, it looks for its first meal as an adult. 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how fast dragonflies fly. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes the size of a dragon’s 
wingspan during the dinosaur age. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes which animals are 
predators of the dragonfly. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells why dragonflies live near 
water. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many wings a 
dragonfly has. 

6.  Using orange, underline the text which describes how many stages the 
dragonfly has in its life cycle. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes what a dragonfly likes 
to eat. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains how often a nymph molts. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. __3___ How does a dragonfly move its wings? 

10. __4___ What are compound eyes? 

11. __5___ How do dragonflies use their legs to catch prey? 

12. __3___ What color is a dragonfly? 

13. __1___ How long have dragonflies been around? 

14. __6___ What is a dragonfly’s life cycle like? 

15. __2___ How many kinds of dragonflies are there?  
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       Dragonflies have been around for millions of years. 

Prehistoric dragonflies were quite a bit larger than 
dragonflies today. They were the size of seagulls and  
their wingspan was two and a half feet across! 

        There are about 5,000 different species of modern dragonflies. They  

can be found around the world in warm climates. Dragonflies lay their eggs on or 

near the water, so they live near rivers, ponds, lakes, and wetlands. 

        Since a dragonfly is an insect, it has six legs and three main body parts: a 

head, a thorax, and an abdomen. Unlike flies and mosquitoes, which have two 

wings, dragonflies have four wings. Their wings are long and transparent. They 

can move each pair of wings separately or simultaneously. They can hover in one 

place and even fly backwards! They are also some of the fastest flying insects in 

the world, flying at about 30 miles per hour. Dragonflies can be a variety of 

colors, from white, to green, red, yellow, or blue. 

        A dragonfly has two very large eyes and has excellent eyesight. Since a 

dragonfly has compound eyes, each eye has thousands of smaller eyes. Their 

eyes allow them to detect even the slightest movement. Scientists have found 

that 80% of a dragonfly’s brain is devoted to vision! 

        Dragonflies are carnivores and like to eat tiny insects like flies, midges, 

gnats, mosquitoes, bees, and butterflies. They catch their prey in the air while 

flying. To catch their prey, dragonflies use their legs to create a basket. They 

swoop in to catch their prey and hold it in place with their legs. Then they often 

eat their prey while still flying. Dragonfly predators include reptiles (like lizards), 

ducks, frogs and toads, fish, and small mammals. 

        A dragonfly has an interesting life cycle. Instead of four stages, like the 

butterfly, dragonflies have three stages: egg, nymph, and adult. They go through 

incomplete metamorphosis. Females lay their eggs near the water, or in the 

water, often on floating plants. In two weeks, the eggs hatch and an immature 

dragonfly, called a nymph, emerges. Nymphs live in the water for up to three 

years. As the nymphs grow, they molt (shed their skin) about fifteen times. 

When the nymph is ready to become an adult, it climbs out of the water at night 

and sits on a plant. The dragonfly does not make a chrysalis or a cocoon. It simply 

molts for a final time and an adult emerges! When the wings become dry, the 

dragonfly is able to fly. It immediately looks for its first meal as an adult. 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how fast dragonflies fly. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes the size of a dragon’s 
wingspan during prehistoric times. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes which animals are 
predators of the dragonfly. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells why dragonflies live near 
water. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many wings a 
dragonfly has. 

6.  Using orange, underline the text which describes how many stages the 
dragonfly has in its life cycle. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes what a dragonfly likes 
to eat. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains how often a nymph molts. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. __3___ How does a dragonfly move its wings? 

10. __4___ What are compound eyes? 

11. __5___ How do dragonflies use their legs to catch prey? 

12. __3___ What color is a dragonfly? 

13. __1___ How long have dragonflies been around? 

14. __6___ What is a dragonfly’s life cycle like? 

15. __2___ How many species of dragonflies are there?  
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