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Inferences Using Informational text:

Koko the Gorilla
This freebie is Koko the Gorilla, an inference passage, for 4th - 5th 
grades. It’s also included in the animal-themed Substitute Plans Unit which 
has a full day of read- to-print lesson plans with activities for each 
subject.
Click here to see the Emergency Substitute Plans for 4th - 5th Grades in 
my Teachers Pay Teachers store.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Emergency-Substitute-Plans-4th-5th-Grade-Substitute-Plans-1099372


Please note: 

This resource was created by Jenn Larson, The Teacher Next 
Door. It may be printed and photocopied for single classroom or for 
homeschool use. 

It may not be placed on the Internet, sold, or distributed in any form. 
If you would like special permission or have any questions, please 
feel free to email me at theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com

I’d love for you to check out my Teachers Pay Teachers store and 
follow me for more student friendly resources which target 
standards.

Thanks so much,
Jenn 

Credits:
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Amy-Alvis

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Miss-5th

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Amy-Groesbeck

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-3am-Teacher

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Jax-And-Jake

© The Teacher Next Door

mailto:theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Teacher-Next-Door
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Amy-Alvis
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Amy-Groesbeck


         Inferences can be really fun to teach! I like to relate them to real life first, like if you 
saw a broken window in your house and noticed a baseball right beside the window, what 
would you infer? Or if your mom was smiling and singing in the kitchen, what would you 
infer about her mood? Or if you saw a friend at recess time and there was paint on his/her 
hands and a little blob of paint on his/her shirt, what would you infer? Or if someone comes 
in with wet clothes and an umbrella, what kind of weather is it outside? What would you 
infer? 

        Kids really start to “get it” when they realize that we make inferences all the time. It’s 
not just for reading! After talking about real life examples, then we move on to pictures, 
and then move to short passages, and finally to picture books, and then to novels. By 
scaffolding it, like everything else we do, starting with lots of guided practice and activities 
together and then moving to pairs, and then independent work, students are better able to 
grasp the concept. 

         If you’d like a few more tips on how to teach inference, I did write a blog post you 
might want to read: Inferences Using Informational Text 

        Mentor Texts are another great way to practice this skill. When students hear your 
thinking out loud and are able to have lots of focused practice, it will help them notice and 
identify inferences on their own. If you need ideas of titles for mentor texts for inferences, 
you might like this FREE list of books for key reading strategies, including inferences, in My 

TpT store: Click Here for a FREE MENTOR TEXT LIST.  

       The Koko the Gorilla passage included is a true story. I like to copy it with the passage 
on the front and the questions on the back to save paper. If making inferences is fairly new 
for your students, you might want to do it as a whole class or as a partner activity and then 
grade and discuss it together.   

If you’re still looking for more reading practice activities for your students, I hope you’ll 
check out my Reading Games Bundle. All twenty games cover reading standards and two of 
them focus solely on making inferences. They work really well for centers, for test prep, or 
simply for practice time. 

 
I hope these notes help. Feel free to let me know if you have any questions: 
theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com   

Thanks so much, 

Jenn 

Teacher Notes: Inferences 

https://www.the-teacher-next-door.com/index.php/blog/57-blog-reading/145-inferences-using-informational-text
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Games-Fiction-and-Nonfiction-Bundle-Reading-Centers-3244315
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Koko, a female lowland gorilla, was born July 4th, 1971 in the San Francisco Zoo in California. 

Koko was named Hanabi-ko, which means "fireworks child" in Japanese. When Koko was a little baby, 
she became very sick and had to be separated from her mother for a while. Quickly, she was 
nursed back to health and grew into a healthy 20-pound baby with black fur and a white rump 
patch. 

As a baby, Koko had a happy personality and was cheerful and curious. Her teacher, Dr. 
Francine "Penny" Patterson, first saw Koko when Koko was almost one at the San Francisco Z o o . 
Penny remembers the day very clearly. "When I entered the nursery of the Children's Zoo, Koko 
left the arms of her caretaker, Debbie Lee, for mine. She pushed her soft face close to mine, 
smelling me and looking me over...I signed, “Hello” (a gesture somewhat like a salute.) Koko put her 
hand on her head and patted it and then promptly pulled my hair as I sat down." Penny then asked 
the zoo if she would be able to study with Koko, and soon they agreed. 

Penny worked with Koko to teach her sign language as part of the Gorilla Language 
Project. Koko actually has the most advanced language skills of any non-human ever. She 
understands about 2,000 words of spoken English and knows over 1,000 signs in sign language. 
Koko usually starts most conversations with her human friends and her signed sentences are made 
up of about three to six words. Interestingly, Koko took an IQ (intelligence quotient) test and her 
scores were between 70 and 95 on a human scale. The average score for a person is 100. 

In 1984, when it was almost Koko's birthday, Koko communicated to Penny that she wanted 
a cat. When Penny gave her a stuffed animal cat, Koko wasn't satisfied and pouted to show her 
unhappiness. After all, Koko's favorite stories were "Puss in Boots" and "The Three Little Kittens," 
and she wanted a real cat, not just a toy. Shortly afterwards, someone brought three abandoned 
kittens to The Gorilla Foundation, where Koko lived. Koko signed "Love that" when she saw the 
kittens, so Penny decided to let her choose one. Koko chose a gray male tabby without a tail and 
named it "All Ball". They became the best of friends. Koko treated All Ball gently, like he was her 
baby. She cradled All Ball, dressed him up, and carried him wherever she went. Koko could even be 
seen signing "Soft, good, cat, cat" to All Ball. 

Sadly, the same year All Ball was introduced to Koko, he died in a car accident. After 
learning what happened to All Ball, Koko was heartbroken and used sign language to express her 
emotions to her trainer. Koko signed “Bad, sad, bad” and “Frown, cry, frown, sad” and left to weep 
alone in her room. Eventually, Koko was introduced to new kittens and she still enjoys their 
company. Penny stated, "Kittens are so calm around Koko because she has that motherly instinct," 
Turner says. "Koko and the kittens intuitively are very relaxed together." Koko also told Penny that 
she would like to have a child of her own to nurture.
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 Name: ____________________________   
 

 Inference: 

 Koko  the Gorilla 
M 



1. Make an inference. Why was Koko named Hanabi-ko, which means "fireworks 
child"?    

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. Not every gorilla would be a good candidate to learn sign language. Why d o  
you think Koko was selected?    
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

3. Make an inference. Why do you think The Gorilla Foundation wants to try to 
communicate with gorillas using sign language? 
_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

 

4. Summarize the story in your own words: 

5. Do you think Koko would be a good mother to her own child? Cite specific 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 
__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
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 Inference: 

 Koko  the Gorilla 
M 



1. Make an inference. Why was Koko named Hanabi-ko which means "fireworks 
child"?  

Koko was named for the fireworks on the Fourth of July. 

 

2. Not every gorilla would be a good candidate to learn sign language. Why do 
you think Koko was selected? 

Answers may vary: Koko had a good personality and was happy and curious. 

 

3. Make an inference. Why do you think The Gorilla Foundation wants to try to 
communicate with gorillas using sign language? 

Answers may vary: Scientists want to find out more about gorillas and their 
ability to communicate will help increase our knowledge about them. 

 

4. Summarize the story in your own words: 

Answers may vary: Koko is a lowland gorilla who was born in the San Francisco 
Zoo and was taught sign language. Koko knows more words in English and in sign 
language than any other non-human. Koko received a kitten that she named All 
Ball and cared for her gently until All Ball was killed in a car accident. Koko would 
like a child of her own. 

 

5. Do you think Koko would be a good mother to her own child? Cite specific 
evidence from the text to support your answer.  

Answers may vary: Koko would be a good mother because she is very loving. 
The text stated that when she had All Ball that she "… cradled All Ball, dressed 

him up, and carried him wherever she went. Koko could even be seen signing 
"Soft, good, cat, cat" to All Ball. 
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