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Thank you so much for downloading this freebie! I hope that this 

resource will work really well in your classroom!

You May: 

• Share this resource with the students you teach using a link, direct email, 

or via Google Classroom™ or a similar password protected platform.

• Post this on your classroom website IF it is password protected.

• Print items for use in your classroom.

You May NOT:

• Post images of this unit or any part of it without permission on a class or 

school website, on a district server, or anywhere on the internet that is 

visible to the public.

• Share links to the Digital Resource with another teacher, homeschool 

parent, or anyone else. 

• Use this as a template to create a new resource.

• Re-sell this unit.

If you have any questions, please email me at:

theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com 

Thank you so much!

Please note:

This is a free resource but it does represent hours of hard 
work and time on my part. I simply ask that you please 
respect my work and follow my terms of use. Thanks for your
understanding!
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Your feedback is important to me: 

If you have trouble printing, see a small  mistake, or have a question, please email 

me at theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com or use the “Ask a Question” feature on 

TpT, before leaving negative feedback. I  will do my best to fix the problem ASAP! I 

really want you to be happy with your purchase.

Copyright © 2020 The Teacher Next Door

All rights reserved by author. Permission to copy for single classroom use only. 
Electronic  distribution limited to single classroom use only. Not for public display. 
Redistributing, editing, selling, or posting this unit or any part thereof on the 
Internet is strictly prohibited. Placing any part of  this this product on the Internet is 
a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).

Credits:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Miss-5th 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Amy-Groesbeck

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips

I’d love to connect with you…

Get ideas from my website and blog: http://the-teacher-next-door.com/ 

Meet me on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TheTeacherNextDoor 

Join me on Instagram: http://instagram.com/theteachernextdoor/

Check out my Pinterest Boards: http://www.pinterest.com/TeacherNextDoor

Thanks!  

Jenn
©The Teacher Next Door
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Teacher Notes
Thank you so much for downloading this freebie!

This Inference Using Literature print and digital passage is also part of an 
Inferences Using Literature Unit that includes passages (Aesop's Fables, 
Folktales from Around the World, and a Greek Myth), two sets of task 
cards, graphic organizers and activities.

If you like this freebie, I’d love for you to check out the 
Inferences Using Literature Unit for 3rd – 5th Grades!

Click here to take a look at the  Inferences Using Literature unit!
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This freebie includes the following:

• Print version of the passage with key

• Digital Version of the Passage in Google Forms™ (self-

grading, questions are editable, can be used on other platforms)

A Few Notes About Teaching Inferences:

Inferences can be really fun to teach! I like to relate them to real 

life first, like if you saw a broken window in your house and noticed a 

baseball right beside the window, what would you infer? Or if your 

mom was smiling and singing in the kitchen, what would you infer 

about her mood? Or if you saw a friend at recess time and there was 

paint on his/her hands and a little blob of paint on his/her shirt, what 

would you infer? Or if someone comes in with wet clothes and an 

umbrella, what kind of weather is it outside? What would you infer?

Kids really start to “get it” when they realize that we make 

inferences all the time. It’s not just for reading! After talking about 

real life examples, then we move on to pictures, and then move to 

short passages, and finally to picture books, and then to novels. By 

scaffolding it, like everything else we do, starting with lots of guided 

practice and activities together and then moving to pairs, and then 

independent work, students are better able to grasp the concept.

If you’d like a few more tips on how to teach inference, I did 

write a blog post you might want to read: Inferences Using 

Informational Text

Teacher Notes
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Mentor Texts are a great way to practice this skill. When students hear your 

thinking out loud and are able to have lots of focused practice, it will help 

them notice and identify inferences on their own. 

If you need ideas of titles for mentor texts for inferences, you might like this 

FREE list of books for key reading strategies, including inferences, in My TpT

store: Click Here for a FREE MENTOR TEXT LIST.

The passage included is a myth. I like to copy it with the passage on the 

front and the questions on the back to save paper. 

The Story of Arachne passage included in this freebie may be used a 

number of ways.

• If this is the first inference passage your class has completed, you might 

want to do this one together as a class and talk through the answers or 

as a partner activity and then grade and discuss it together. . 

• The passage may also be used in pairs, as independent work, for 

centers, or even for homework, if you assign homework. 

If you’re still looking for more reading practice activities for your students, I 

hope you’ll check out my print and digital Reading Games Bundles. All 

twenty games cover reading standards and two of them focus solely on 

making inferences. They work really well for independent work, centers, for 

test prep, or as a spiral review.

Click here to see the Reading Games for 3rd Grade.

Click here to see the Reading Games for 4th/5th Grades

I hope these notes help. Feel free to let me know if you have any questions: 

theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com

Thanks so much,

Jenn

Teacher Notes
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Inferences Using Literature

Teacher Notes for Digital:

If you are already familiar with Google Classroom™, see the link 
below:

*** Please note that this may only be used for your own students in a 
password protected website like Google Classroom™ and is for your 
students only. To share with teacher or homeschool parent friends, 
please tell her/him about this freebie on TpT or about signing up for the 
newsletter to access the free resource library. This freebie may not be 
placed on the internet openly, may not be placed on a class/school 
website or district server or anywhere that is visible to the public. Thank 
you for your understanding!

Digital Passage in Google Forms™: The Story of Arachne 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1p6aM_PUgs_kVE3cKnEjhwp_QYeeQ
P00PbgJEA9jdeYY/copy

To use Google Forms with any other online platform:

1. Login to your Google Drive™ account

2. Find the Google Forms™ Quiz

3. Click on the Responses Tab (or click on the pencil icon on the bottom 
right of Google Forms™ to edit and view the scores)

4. Download the Spreadsheet

Please note, I am most familiar with Google Classroom™. When in 
doubt, if your school has an IT teacher, (or you have a super techie 
friend) he/she can be an invaluable resource on this subject!
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Google Classroom™
How to Make Assignments in

1. Make sure you have access to Google Classroom™. It’s easiest if you have a 
school or district account (free). See your school administrator if you don’t 
currently have access.   www.classroom.google.com Besides having your own 
Google account, each student will need his/her own account for Google 
Classroom™

2. Download the Link for the Google Classroom™ Resource. Make sure it is in the 
browser you’ll use to assign it to students.

3. It will ask you if you want to make a copy (yes). Open the File on your own          
Google Drive™ and you’ll see it is in the edit mode (look at the end of the URL 
and it says edit). Save this as your master copy. You do not want students 
editing this copy.

4. Go to Google Classroom™. Click on Class Work. Then click on Create.

5. Click on Assignments. Type in the Title. You can also add the points, the due 
date, the topic, and the rubric, or you can leave these blank.

6. Click on Add. This is the content for the assignment. There are several options 
for what you’d like to add. For something in your Google Drive™, click on Drive 
(it has the triangle logo shape). Then click on the file to insert the one you 
want to assign.

7. VERY IMPORTANT: Next to the attachment there is a drop down with an 
arrow. It will give you three options:
Student can view file. (no)
Student can edit file. (no)
Make a copy for each student. (yes!) 

Make sure to click the make a copy for each student. This way each student 
has his/her own unique link and cannot edit your file or anyone else’s.

©The Teacher Next Door
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Google Classroom™ (Cont.)

How to Make Assignments in

Note: You can NOT edit the assignment once you click make a copy for each 
student. If you need to make changes, DELETE the assignment and start over. 
Otherwise, the pieces will not move correctly.

8. Click on Assign. You can select all students or select individual students to 
differentiate.

9. Once you have created an assignment, you can view each student’s progress in 
Google Classroom™ on the Stream page.

If you'd like to see a blog post with screenshots of this process:
Click here for How to Make Assignments in Google Classroom™

For more information:
Click here to read Why You Will Love Using Google Slides™

Click here to read What You Need to Know About Google Forms™

Click here to read Google Classroom™ FAQ

Also, if you use Microsoft's OneNote, you can access the slides by 
opening it as a PowerPoint.

Hope this helps!
Jenn
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                              Greek Myth 

 

Name: ________________________________ 

 
Directions: Read the information below and answer the 
questions.  
 
 

 A long time ago there lived a young woman 
named Arachne. Arachne was neither beautiful nor 
rich, but she was skilled at weaving the most amazing 
cloth in all the land. Everyone in her village raved about her 
talent and soon Arachne's work became famous. Unfortunately, as her fame grew, so 
did her pride. 

 "I am the most skilled weaver there ever was", she would boast. "Not even the 
goddess Minerva could make anything as pretty as my cloth!" Minerva wove cloth for 
all the gods and she was proud too, thinking that no human's work could compete with 
hers. Eventually, Minerva heard what Arachne said, and she became very angry.  

 Minerva decided to search the countryside until she found Arachne's home. When 
she got there, she challenged Arachne to a weaving contest. "We will weave a length 
of cloth and see who is able to create the finest piece of work." 

 Arachne agreed. Then she set up to looms so that she and Minerva could start 
weaving. Minerva wove a rainbow cloth that sparkled in the sunlight. It was so light 
and airy that it looked like the wings of a butterfly. Arachne's cloth was a golden color 
and sparkled like rare jewels. The villagers admired both cloths but everyone agreed 
that Arachne's cloth was the winner. 

 Minerva was furious! She took a small bottle of magic water and sprinkled it on 
Arachne. Immediately, Arachne grew smaller and smaller until she could almost not be 
seen. Then, her arms and legs were covered in brown hair. She had become a tiny 
brown spider. Arachne would never boast again and she spent the rest of her life 
weaving fine webs. 
 

 

© The Teacher Next Door 

 

The Story of Arachne 



  1. Make an inference about Arachne's weaving talent. How did she become 

famous? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Why did Minerva get angry when she heard that Arachne thought her work 

was better than Minerva's? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Compare Minerva's cloth with Arachne's cloth. How were they similar? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Contrast Minerva's cloth with Arachne's cloth. How were they different?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Why do you think Minerva chose to turn Arachne into a spider? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Do you think Arachne learned her lesson? Why or why not? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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                              Greek Myth 

 
                                            Key 

 
Directions: Read the information below and answer the 
questions.  
 
 

 A long time ago there lived a young woman 
named Arachne. Arachne was neither beautiful nor 
rich, but she was skilled at weaving the most amazing 
cloth in all the land. Everyone in her village raved about her 
talent and soon Arachne's work became famous. Unfortunately, as her fame grew, so 
did her pride. 

 "I am the most skilled weaver there ever was", she would boast. "Not even the 
goddess Minerva could make anything as pretty as my cloth!" Minerva wove cloth for 
all the gods and she was proud too, thinking that no human's work could compete with 
hers. Eventually, Minerva heard what Arachne said, and she became very angry.  

 Minerva decided to search the countryside until she found Arachne's home. When 
she got there, she challenged Arachne to a weaving contest. "We will weave a length 
of cloth and see who is able to create the most beautiful piece of work." 

 Arachne agreed. Then she set up to looms so that she and Minerva could start 
weaving. Minerva wove a rainbow cloth that sparkled in the sunlight. It was so light 
and airy that it looked like the wings of a butterfly. Arachne's cloth was a golden color 
and sparkled like rare jewels. The villagers admired both cloths but everyone agreed 
that Arachne's cloth was the winner. 

 Minerva was furious! She took a small bottle of magic water and sprinkled it on 
Arachne. Immediately, Arachne grew smaller and smaller until she could almost not be 
seen. Then, her arms and legs were covered in brown hair. She had become a tiny 
brown spider. Arachne would never boast again and she spent the rest of her life 
weaving fine webs. 
 

 

© The Teacher Next Door 

 

The Story of Arachne 



   

1. Make an inference about Arachne's weaving talent. How did she become 
famous?  

The villagers told other people and word spread that way. 

 

 

2. Why did Minerva get angry when hearing that Arachne thought her work was better 
than Minerva's?   

Minerva had a lot of pride and she didn't want anyone being better than her. 

 

 

3. Compare Minerva's cloth with Arachne's cloth. How were they similar?  

Both cloths were sparkly. 

 

 

4. Contrast Minerva's cloth with Arachne's cloth. How were they different?   

Minerva's cloth was rainbow colored and Arachne's cloth was golden with jewels. Minerva's 
was light and airy. 

 

 

5. Why do you think Minerva chose to turn Arachne into a spider?  

Answers may vary: She turned her into a creature that was a weaver like herself. She 
wanted to bring her ego down to size, so she made her into a lowly spider. 

 

 

6. Do you think Arachne learned her lesson? Why or why not?  

Yes, she learned that it was best not to boast (or to be too prideful). As a spider, she never 
boasted again. 
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