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Thank you so much for downloading this freebie! I hope that this 

resource will work really well in your classroom!

You May: 

• Share this resource with the students you teach (or teachers you know 

directly) via link, direct email, or via Google Classroom™ or a similar 

password protected platform.

• Post this on your classroom website IF it is password protected.

• Print items for use in your classroom.

• Share links to the freebie itself (see above). The Freebie unit URL may be 

shared with anyone, even online as long as I am credited as the author.

You May NOT:

• Post images of this unit or any part of it without permission on a class or 

school website, on a district server, or anywhere on the internet that is 

visible to the public.

• Share links to the Google Forms Digital Resources with anyone else but 

you may share the URL to the entire freebie (see the link above).

• Use this as a template to create a new resource.

• Re-sell this unit.

If you have any questions, please email me at:

theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com 

Thank you so much!

Please note:

This is a free resource and as such the link to this freebie may 
be shared with teachers you know.
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-
Freebie-for-3rd-5th-Grades-Free-Main-Idea-Passage-for-3rd-
5th-4425561 Each resource does represent hours of hard 
work and time on my part. I simply ask that you please 
respect my work and follow my terms of use. Thanks for your
understanding!
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Your feedback is important to me: 

If you have trouble printing, see a small  mistake, or have a question, please email 

me at theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com or use the “Ask a Question” feature on 

TpT, before leaving negative feedback. I  will do my best to fix the problem ASAP! I 

really want you to be happy with your purchase.

Copyright © 2020 The Teacher Next Door

All rights reserved by author. Permission to copy for single classroom use only. 
Electronic  distribution limited to single classroom use only. Not for public display. 
Redistributing, editing, selling, or posting this unit or any part thereof on the 
Internet is strictly prohibited. Placing any part of  this this product on the Internet is 
a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).

Credits:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Miss-5th 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Amy-Groesbeck

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips

I’d love to connect with you…

Get ideas from my website and blog: http://the-teacher-next-door.com/ 

Meet me on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TheTeacherNextDoor 

Join me on Instagram: http://instagram.com/theteachernextdoor/

Check out my Pinterest Boards: http://www.pinterest.com/TeacherNextDoor

Thanks!  

Jenn
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Teacher Notes
Thank you so much for downloading this freebie!

This freebie is a print and digital differentiated London Eye passage from 
my Main Idea Kit for 3rd – 5th grades. The Main Idea Kit has 5 main idea 
passages (each in 3 different reading levels), 3 sets of task cards, 3 games 
with game boards, 3 sorts, and 3 matching activities

If you like this freebie, I’d love for you to check out the Main Idea 
Bundle for 3rd – 5th Grades!

Click here to take a look at the Main Idea Bundle!
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This freebie includes the following:

• Print version of the passage with keys

• 3 Digital Versions of the Passage in Google Forms (self 
grading)

The London Eye passage included in this freebie may be used in a 

number of ways. The passage may be used in pairs, as 

independent work, for centers, for guided reading, or even for 

RTI. 

The London Eye passage comes in three different difficulty levels 

and are marked at the bottom left of each page. This way, you 

could hand out the same topic passage to the whole class, while 

each child was able to work on a passage more geared to his/her 

level. The pages look identical at first glance and the questions do 

as well. Only the wording is modified to change the reading level. 

Passages marked with the number and then A are the easiest 

passages (1A, 2A, 3A…). Passages marked with the number and 

then B are the medium difficulty passages. Passages marked with 

the number and a C are the most challenging passages. Each level 

for print comes with its own key to make them easier to grade. 

The digital version is self-grading.

Teacher Notes
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Need more ideas for teaching main idea? Here are a few blog 

posts that might help:

Click here to read Teaching Main Idea Using Informational Text.

Click here to read The Main Idea Strategy that Will Help 

Students Win Big!

Feel free to email me if you have any questions: 

theteachernextdoor01@gmail.com

***Please see the next few pages for digital 

information and the LINKS for this freebie.

Teacher Notes
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Main Idea Freebie
Teacher Notes for Digital:

The London Eye Level A: (easiest level)
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1SioNWSPo73KmJ_cqR9nh0g7b_0W
TX8kGmZrPkfnDLCg/copy

The London Eye Level B: (medium level)
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1dkjkrxWnPQKwlHPVfCn3C6I6vbh40
E08e5TtlAilSrc/copy

The London Eye Level C: (most challenging level)
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1e01sHBIh6wuPX5--
s2lfemTyu87xehfYbcDAcQx6nP8/copy
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If you are already familiar with Google 
Classroom, see the links below:

*** Please note that these may only be used 
for your own students in a password 
protected website like Google Classroom and 
is for your students only. To share with 
teacher or homeschool parent friends, please 
share this link: 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Produ
ct/Main-Idea-Freebie-for-3rd-5th-Grades-
Free-Main-Idea-Passage-for-3rd-5th-4425561

This freebie may not be placed on the internet 
openly, may not be placed on a class/school 
website or district server or anywhere that is 
visible to the public. Thank you for your 
understanding!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1SioNWSPo73KmJ_cqR9nh0g7b_0WTX8kGmZrPkfnDLCg/copy
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1dkjkrxWnPQKwlHPVfCn3C6I6vbh40E08e5TtlAilSrc/copy
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1e01sHBIh6wuPX5--s2lfemTyu87xehfYbcDAcQx6nP8/copy
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-Freebie-for-3rd-5th-Grades-Free-Main-Idea-Passage-for-3rd-5th-4425561


Main Idea Freebie
Teacher Notes for Digital:

To use Google Forms with any other online platform:

1. Login to your Google Drive™ account

2. Find the Google Forms™ Quiz

3. Click on the Responses Tab (or click on the pencil icon on the bottom right 
of Google Forms™ to edit and view the scores)

4. Download the Spreadsheet

Please note, I am most familiar with Google Classroom™. When in doubt, if 
your school has an IT teacher, (or you have a super techie friend) he/she can 
be an invaluable resource on this subject!
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Google Classroom
How to Make Assignments in

1. Make sure you have access to Google Classroom. It’s easiest if you have a 
school or district account (free). See your school administrator if you don’t 
currently have access.   www.classroom.google.com Besides having your own 
Google account, each student will need his/her own account for Google 
Classroom

2. Download the Link for the Google Classroom Resource. Make sure it is in the 
browser you’ll use to assign it to students.

3. It will ask you if you want to make a copy (yes). Open the File on your own          
Google Drive and you’ll see it is in the edit mode (look at the end of the URL 
and it says edit). Save this as your master copy. You do not want students 
editing this copy.

4. Go to Google Classroom. Click on Class Work. Then click on Create.

5. Click on Assignments. Type in the Title. You can also add the points, the due 
date, the topic, and the rubric, or you can leave these blank.

6. Click on Add. This is the content for the assignment. There are several options 
for what you’d like to add. For something in your Google Drive, click on Drive (it 
has the triangle logo shape). Then click on the file to insert the one you want 
to assign.

7. VERY IMPORTANT: Next to the attachment there is a drop down with an 
arrow. It will give you three options:
Student can view file. (no)
Student can edit file. (no)
Make a copy for each student. (yes!) 

Make sure to click the make a copy for each student. This way each student 
has his/her own unique link and cannot edit your file or anyone else’s.
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Google Classroom (Cont.)

How to Make Assignments in

Note: You can NOT edit the assignment once you click make a copy for each 
student. If you need to make changes, DELETE the assignment and start over. 
Otherwise, the pieces will not move correctly.

8. Click on Assign. You can select all students or select individual students to 
differentiate.

9. Once you have created an assignment, you can view each student’s progress in 
Google Classroom on the Stream page.

If you'd like to see a blog post with screenshots of this process:
Click here for How to Make Assignments in Google Classroom

For more information:

Click here to read What You Need to Know About Google Forms

Click here to read Google Classroom FAQ

Hope this helps!
Jenn
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         In the 1990s, a contest was held in London, England. They  
wanted to make a new monument for the start of a new  
millennium. They wanted to celebrate a new century. Two architects, David Marks and 
Julia Barfield, had an idea for a ride that was like a Ferris wheel. The ride would let 
people look over the city of London. No one won this contest, but British Airways 
agreed to pay for the project. In 1998, they started to build the London Eye. 

        The London Eye took over a year and a half to build. It took about 5,000 tons of 
steel for the base and for the ride itself. It cost about 100 million dollars. The 
London Eye is 443 feet tall. The wheel is 394 feet across. The former Prime Minister, 
Tony Blair, helped to celebrate the London Eye on New Year's Eve in 1999. It was 
opened to everyone in March of 2000.  

        The London Eye was built on the South Bank of the River Thames (temz). It 
was built near the Westminster and Hungerford Bridges. This site helped lots of 
people see the London buildings, the land, and some of London’s most famous sights. 
The London Eye’s 360-degree views are amazing. On a clear day, you can see up to 25 
miles in any direction. Some of the famous sights include Westminster Abbey, Big 
Ben, the Houses of Parliament, St Paul’s Cathedral, and Buckingham Palace too. 
Evening rides are extra beautiful! People on the London Eye can see the sun set over 
London. They can see all the city lights. It is very pretty to watch the New Year’s 
fireworks display from the London Eye too! When Prince William and Kate Middleton 
got married, the wheel was decorated with red, white, and blue lights. These are the 
colors of the United Kingdom’s flag.  

        The London Eye is not like a regular Ferris wheel. Each capsule is attached to the 
wheel. They are not dangling, like most Ferris wheel seats. Each of the 32 capsules is 
air-conditioned. The capsules have enough room for up to twenty-five people. People 
in the capsules may stand up or walk around to get the best views. This means that 
when the London Eye is full, it carries 800 people at a time! The ride takes thirty 
minutes. It is different from a regular Ferris wheel because you don’t have to wait 
for it to stop and start when people get off and on. It moves so slowly (less than 1 
mph) that most people can easily step on and off. If they need to, they may stop 

the wheel at any time for older people or for anyone 
who is disabled and needs more time. 

        The London Eye is the most popular paid attraction 
in London. About three and a half million people visit the 
London Eye each year. It is open every day except 
Christmas. It is also closed one week in January for 
upkeep. 
 

 

The London Eye 
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Name: ________________________________________________________ 

1. What is the main idea for the entire passage? 

A. The London Eye was finished in the year 2000. 

B. The London Eye is an amazing attraction. 

C. Ferris wheels are different than the London Eye. 

2. Look at the second paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside 
each supporting detail. 

A. ______ It took about 5,000 tons of steel to build the London Eye. 

B. ______ The London Eye took over a year and a half to build. 

C. ______ The building of the London Eye was not easy. 

3. There are five paragraphs in this passage. Which paragraph has a main idea of the London Eye 
is a very popular attraction?  Circle one:   1     2     3     4     5        

4. List one supporting detail for the popular attraction paragraph: ____________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Look at the third paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside each 
supporting detail. 

A. ______ The London Eye lets people look at many London sights. 

B. ______ The London Eye is near the River Thames. 

C. ______ London Eye riders may see up to 25 miles away on a clear day. 

6. Look at the fourth paragraph. What is the main idea of this paragraph? 

A. The London Eye moves slowly. 

B. The capsules do not dangle like Ferris wheel seats.  

C. The London Eye carries people in large capsules. 

7. Look at the fourth paragraph. Which one is NOT true? 

A. There are 32 capsules. 

B. People must sit down all the time in the capsule. 

C. A total of 800 people may ride the London Eye at one time. 

8. What is the main idea for the first paragraph?  

A. The London Eye was first designed as part of a contest. 

B. The architects for the London Eye were David Marks and Julia Barfield. 

C. British Airways paid for the London Eye. 
© The Teacher Next Door Passage 2A 



 
         In the 1990s, a contest was held in London, England, to design  
a new monument. They wanted to celebrate the start of a new  
millennium, which means the beginning of a new century. Two architects, David Marks 
and Julia Barfield, had an idea for a large observation wheel (a type of Ferris wheel). 
Although none of the projects were chosen from the contest, British Airways agreed 
to pay for the project. Construction began on the London Eye in 1998. 

        The observation wheel took over a year and a half to complete. It took about 
5,000 tons of steel for the foundation, as well as the ride itself. It cost about 100 
million dollars. The London Eye is 443 feet tall, and the wheel is 394 feet across. 
Former Prime Minister, Tony Blair, dedicated the London Eye on New Year's Eve in 
1999, but it was not opened to the public until March of 2000.  

        The London Eye was built on the South Bank of the River Thames (temz) in 
London, between the Westminster and Hungerford Bridges. This site allows large 
numbers of people to see the London skyline, the landscape, and some of London’s 
most famous sights. The London Eye’s 360-degree views are amazing. They allow 
visitors to see up to 25 miles in any direction on a clear day. Some of the famous 
sights include Westminster Abbey, Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament, St Paul’s 
Cathedral, and Buckingham Palace too. One of the most beautiful times to take a ride 
is in the evening. Passengers enjoy watching the sun set over London as the city lights 
glow. It is especially pretty during the New Year’s fireworks display! One interesting 
fact is that when Prince William and Kate Middleton got married, it was decorated 
with lights in the colors of the United Kingdom’s flag (red, white, and blue).  

        The London Eye is quite different from a regular Ferris wheel. Each capsule is 
attached to the wheel and not dangling, like most Ferris wheel seats. The 32 capsules 
are air-conditioned. They have enough room for up to twenty-five people, who often 
stand or walk around to get the best views. This means that when the London Eye is 
full, it carries 800 people at a time! The ride takes thirty minutes, and unlike a regular 
Ferris wheel, there is no waiting for it to stop and start when people get off and on. 
It moves so slowly (less than 1 mph) that most people can easily step on and off. 
The wheel may be stopped when needed, however, for elderly or disabled 

passengers. 

        The London Eye is the most popular paid attraction 
in London. About three and a half million people visit the 
London Eye each year, and it is open every day except 
Christmas. It is also closed one week in January for 
upkeep. 
 
 

 

The London Eye 
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Name: ________________________________________________________ 

1. What is the main idea for the entire passage? 

A. The London Eye was finished in the year 2000. 

B. The London Eye is an amazing attraction. 

C. Ferris wheels are different than observation wheels. 

2. Look at the second paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside 
each supporting detail. 

A. ______ It took about 5,000 tons of steel to build the London Eye. 

B. ______ The London Eye took over a year and a half to build. 

C. ______ The construction of the London Eye was difficult. 

3. There are five paragraphs in this passage. Which paragraph has a main idea of the London Eye 
is a very popular attraction  Circle one:   1     2     3     4     5        

4. List one supporting detail for the popular attraction paragraph: ______________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Look at the third paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside each 
supporting detail. 

A. ______ The London Eye allows people to see many London sights. 

B. ______ The London Eye is near the River Thames. 

C. ______ Visitors may see up to 25 miles away on a clear day. 

6. Look at the fourth paragraph. What is the main idea of this paragraph? 

A. The London Eye moves slowly. 

B. The capsules do not dangle like Ferris wheel seats.  

C. The London Eye carries people in large capsules. 

7. Look at the fourth paragraph. Which one is NOT true? 

A. There are 32 capsules. 

B. People must stay seated at all times in the capsule. 

C. A total of 800 people may ride the London Eye at one time. 

8. What is the main idea for the first paragraph?  

A. The London Eye was first designed as part of a contest. 

B. The architects for the London Eye were David Marks and Julia Barfield. 

C. British Airways paid for the London Eye. 
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         Officials in London, England, held a contest in the 1990s to  
design a new monument. They wanted to commemorate the  
start of a new millennium, which marks the beginning of a new century. Two 
architects, David Marks and Julia Barfield, submitted their idea for a large observation 
wheel (a type of Ferris wheel). Although none of the entrants were selected from 
the competition, British Airways sponsored the project and construction began in 
1998. 

        The observation wheel took over a year and a half to complete. It required 
about 5,000 tons of steel for the foundation as well as the structure. It cost about 
100 million dollars. The London Eye is 443 feet tall, and the wheel is 394 feet across. 
Former Prime Minister, Tony Blair, dedicated the London Eye on New Year's Eve in 
1999, but it was not opened to the public until March of 2000 due to technical issues.  

        The London Eye was built on the South Bank of the River Thames (temz) in 
London, between the Westminster and Hungerford Bridges. This placement allows 
large numbers of people to see the London skyline, the landscape, and some of 
London’s most famous sights. The London Eye’s 360-degree views are remarkable 
and allow visitors to see up to 25 miles in any direction on a clear day. Some of the 
famous sights include Westminster Abbey, Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament, St 
Paul’s Cathedral, and Buckingham Palace too. One of the most beautiful times to take 
a ride is in the evening. Passengers enjoy watching the sun set over London as the city 
lights glow. It is especially pretty during the New Year’s fireworks display! One 
interesting fact is that when Prince William and Kate Middleton got married, it was 
decorated with lights in the colors of the United Kingdom’s flag (red, white, and blue).  

        The London Eye is quite different from a regular Ferris wheel. Each capsule is 
attached to the wheel and not dangling, like most Ferris wheel seats. The 32 capsules 
are air-conditioned and large enough to accommodate up to twenty-five passengers, 
who often stand or walk around to get the best views. This means that when the 
London Eye is full, it carries 800 passengers at a time! The entire ride takes thirty 
minutes, and unlike a conventional Ferris wheel, there is no waiting for it to stop and 
start when people get off and on. It moves so slowly (less than 1 mph) that 
passengers can easily step on and off. The wheel may be stopped when needed, 

however, for elderly or disabled passengers. 

        The London Eye is the most popular paid attraction 
in London. About three and a half million people visit the 
London Eye each year, and the attraction is open every 
day except Christmas. It is also closed one week in 
January for maintenance. 
 
 

The London Eye 
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Name: ________________________________________________________ 

1. What is the main idea for the entire passage? 

A. The London Eye was finished in the year 2000. 

B. The London Eye is an amazing attraction. 

C. Ferris wheels are different than observation wheels. 

2. Look at the second paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside 
each supporting detail. 

A. ______ It took about 5,000 tons of steel to build the London Eye. 

B. ______ The London Eye took over a year and a half to build. 

C. ______ The construction of the London Eye was challenging. 

3. There are five paragraphs in this passage. Which paragraph has a main idea of the London Eye 
is a very popular attraction?  Circle one:   1     2     3     4     5        

4. List one supporting detail for the popular attraction paragraph: ______________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Look at the third paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside each 
supporting detail. 

A. ______ The London Eye allows passengers to see many London sights. 

B. ______ The London Eye is near the River Thames. 

C. ______ Visitors may see up to 25 miles away on a clear day. 

6. Look at the fourth paragraph. What is the main idea of this paragraph? 

A. The London Eye moves slowly. 

B. The capsules do not dangle like Ferris wheel seats.  

C. The London Eye carries passengers in large capsules. 

7. Look at the fourth paragraph. Which one is NOT true? 

A. There are 32 capsules. 

B. People must stay seated at all times in the capsule. 

C. A total of 800 people may ride the London Eye at one time. 

8. What is the main idea for the first paragraph?  

A. The London Eye was originally designed as part of a contest. 

B. The architects for the London Eye were David Marks and Julia Barfield. 

C. British Airways sponsored the London Eye. 
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        In the 1990s, a contest was held in London, England. They  
wanted to make a new monument for the start of a new  
millennium. They wanted to celebrate a new century. Two architects, David Marks and 
Julia Barfield, had an idea for a ride that was like a Ferris wheel. The ride would let 
people look over the city of London. No one won this contest, but British Airways 
agreed to pay for the project. In 1998, they started to build the London Eye. 

        The London Eye took over a year and a half to build. It took about 5,000 tons of 
steel for the base and for the ride itself. It cost about 100 million dollars. The 
London Eye is 443 feet tall. The wheel is 394 feet across. The former Prime Minister, 
Tony Blair, helped to celebrate the London Eye on New Year's Eve in 1999. It was 
opened to everyone in March of 2000.  

        The London Eye was built on the South Bank of the River Thames (temz). It 
was built near the Westminster and Hungerford Bridges. This site helped lots of 
people see the London buildings, the land, and some of London’s most famous sights. 
The London Eye’s 360-degree views are amazing. On a clear day, you can see up to 25 
miles in any direction. Some of the famous sights include Westminster Abbey, Big 
Ben, the Houses of Parliament, St Paul’s Cathedral, and Buckingham Palace too. 
Evening rides are extra beautiful! People on the London Eye can see the sun set over 
London. They can see all the city lights. It is very pretty to watch the New Year’s 
fireworks display from the London Eye too! When Prince William and Kate Middleton 
got married, the wheel was decorated with red, white, and blue lights. These are the 
colors of the United Kingdom’s flag.  

        The London Eye is not like a regular Ferris wheel. Each capsule is attached to the 
wheel. They are not dangling, like most Ferris wheel seats. Each of the 32 capsules is 
air-conditioned. The capsules have enough room for up to twenty-five people. People 
in the capsules may stand up or walk around to get the best views. This means that 
when the London Eye is full, it carries 800 people at a time! The ride takes thirty 
minutes. It is different from a regular Ferris wheel because you don’t have to wait 
for it to stop and start when people get off and on. It moves so slowly (less than 1 
mph) that most people can easily step on and off. If they need to, they may stop 

the wheel at any time for older people or for anyone 
who is disabled and needs more time. 

        The London Eye is the most popular paid attraction 
in London. About three and a half million people visit the 
London Eye each year. It is open every day except 
Christmas. It is also closed one week in January for 
upkeep. 
 

 

The London Eye: Key 
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Key 

1. What is the main idea for the entire passage?  

A. The London Eye was finished in the year 2000. 

B. The London Eye is an amazing attraction. 

C. Ferris wheels are different than the London Eye. 

2. Look at the second paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside 
each supporting detail. 

A. __SD__ It took about 5,000 tons of steel to build the London Eye. 

B. __SD__ The London Eye took over a year and a half to build. 

C. __M__ The building of the London Eye was not easy. 

3. There are five paragraphs in this passage. Which paragraph has a main idea of the London Eye 
is a very popular attraction?  Circle one:   1     2     3     4     5        

4. List one supporting detail for the popular attraction paragraph: Answers may vary: About three and 
a half million people visit the London Eye each year. The attraction is open every day except Christmas. It is closed 
one week in January for upkeep. 

5. Look at the third paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside each 
supporting detail. 

A. __M__ The London Eye lets people look at many London sights. 

B. __SD__ The London Eye is near the River Thames. 

C. __SD__ London Eye riders may see up to 25 miles away on a clear day. 

6. Look at the fourth paragraph. What is the main idea of this paragraph? 

A. The London Eye moves slowly. 

B. The capsules do not dangle like Ferris wheel seats.  

C. The London Eye carries people in large capsules. 

7. Look at the fourth paragraph. Which one is NOT true? 

A. There are 32 capsules. 

B. People must sit down all the time in the capsule. 

C. A total of 800 people may ride the London Eye at one time. 

8. What is the main idea for the first paragraph?  

A. The London Eye was first designed as part of a contest. 

B. The architects for the London Eye were David Marks and Julia Barfield. 

C. British Airways paid for the London Eye. 
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         In the 1990s, a contest was held in London, England, to design  
a new monument. They wanted to celebrate the start of a new  
millennium, which means the beginning of a new century. Two architects, David Marks 
and Julia Barfield, had an idea for a large observation wheel (a type of Ferris wheel). 
Although none of the projects were chosen from the contest, British Airways agreed 
to pay for the project. Construction began on the London Eye in 1998. 

        The observation wheel took over a year and a half to complete. It took about 
5,000 tons of steel for the foundation, as well as the ride itself. It cost about 100 
million dollars. The London Eye is 443 feet tall, and the wheel is 394 feet across. 
Former Prime Minister, Tony Blair, dedicated the London Eye on New Year's Eve in 
1999, but it was not opened to the public until March of 2000.  

        The London Eye was built on the South Bank of the River Thames (temz) in 
London, between the Westminster and Hungerford Bridges. This site allows large 
numbers of people to see the London skyline, the landscape, and some of London’s 
most famous sights. The London Eye’s 360-degree views are amazing. They allow 
visitors to see up to 25 miles in any direction on a clear day. Some of the famous 
sights include Westminster Abbey, Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament, St Paul’s 
Cathedral, and Buckingham Palace too. One of the most beautiful times to take a ride 
is in the evening. Passengers enjoy watching the sun set over London as the city lights 
glow. It is especially pretty during the New Year’s fireworks display! One interesting 
fact is that when Prince William and Kate Middleton got married, it was decorated 
with lights in the colors of the United Kingdom’s flag (red, white, and blue).  

        The London Eye is quite different from a regular Ferris wheel. Each capsule is 
attached to the wheel and not dangling, like most Ferris wheel seats. The 32 capsules 
are air-conditioned. They have enough room for up to twenty-five people, who often 
stand or walk around to get the best views. This means that when the London Eye is 
full, it carries 800 people at a time! The ride takes thirty minutes, and unlike a regular 
Ferris wheel, there is no waiting for it to stop and start when people get off and on. 
It moves so slowly (less than 1 mph) that most people can easily step on and off. 
The wheel may be stopped when needed, however, for elderly or disabled 

passengers. 

        The London Eye is the most popular paid attraction 
in London. About three and a half million people visit the 
London Eye each year, and it is open every day except 
Christmas. It is also closed one week in January for 
upkeep. 
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Key 

1. What is the main idea for the entire passage? 

A. The London Eye was finished in the year 2000. 

B. The London Eye is an amazing attraction. 

C. Ferris wheels are different than observation wheels. 

2. Look at the second paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside 
each supporting detail. 

A. __SD__ It took about 5,000 tons of steel to build the London Eye. 

B. __SD__ The London Eye took over a year and a half to build. 

C. __M__ The construction of the London Eye was difficult. 

3. There are five paragraphs in this passage. Which paragraph has a main idea of the London Eye 
is a very popular attraction  Circle one:   1     2     3     4     5        

4. List one supporting detail for the popular attraction paragraph: Answers may vary: About three and 
a half million people visit the London Eye each year. The attraction is open every day except Christmas. It is closed 
one week in January for upkeep. 

5. Look at the third paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside each 
supporting detail. 

A. __M__ The London Eye allows people to see many London sights. 

B. __SD__ The London Eye is near the River Thames. 

C. __SD__ Visitors may see up to 25 miles away on a clear day. 

6. Look at the fourth paragraph. What is the main idea of this paragraph? 

A. The London Eye moves slowly. 

B. The capsules do not dangle like Ferris wheel seats.  

C. The London Eye carries people in large capsules. 

7. Look at the fourth paragraph. Which one is NOT true? 

A. There are 32 capsules. 

B. People must stay seated at all times in the capsule. 

C. A total of 800 people may ride the London Eye at one time. 

8. What is the main idea for the first paragraph?   

A. The London Eye was first designed as part of a contest. 

B. The architects for the London Eye were David Marks and Julia Barfield. 

C. British Airways paid for the London Eye. 
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         Officials in London, England, held a contest in the 1990s to  
design a new monument. They wanted to commemorate the  
start of a new millennium, which marks the beginning of a new century. Two 
architects, David Marks and Julia Barfield, submitted their idea for a large observation 
wheel (a type of Ferris wheel). Although none of the entrants were selected from 
the competition, British Airways sponsored the project and construction began in 
1998. 

        The observation wheel took over a year and a half to complete. It required 
about 5,000 tons of steel for the foundation as well as the structure. It cost about 
100 million dollars. The London Eye is 443 feet tall, and the wheel is 394 feet across. 
Former Prime Minister, Tony Blair, dedicated the London Eye on New Year's Eve in 
1999, but it was not opened to the public until March of 2000 due to technical issues.  

        The London Eye was built on the South Bank of the River Thames (temz) in 
London, between the Westminster and Hungerford Bridges. This placement allows 
large numbers of people to see the London skyline, the landscape, and some of 
London’s most famous sights. The London Eye’s 360-degree views are remarkable 
and allow visitors to see up to 25 miles in any direction on a clear day. Some of the 
famous sights include Westminster Abbey, Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament, St 
Paul’s Cathedral, and Buckingham Palace too. One of the most beautiful times to take 
a ride is in the evening. Passengers enjoy watching the sun set over London as the city 
lights glow. It is especially pretty during the New Year’s fireworks display! One 
interesting fact is that when Prince William and Kate Middleton got married, it was 
decorated with lights in the colors of the United Kingdom’s flag (red, white, and blue).  

        The London Eye is quite different from a regular Ferris wheel. Each capsule is 
attached to the wheel and not dangling, like most Ferris wheel seats. The 32 capsules 
are air-conditioned and large enough to accommodate up to twenty-five passengers, 
who often stand or walk around to get the best views. This means that when the 
London Eye is full, it carries 800 passengers at a time! The entire ride takes thirty 
minutes, and unlike a conventional Ferris wheel, there is no waiting for it to stop and 
start when people get off and on. It moves so slowly (less than 1 mph) that 
passengers can easily step on and off. The wheel may be stopped when needed, 

however, for elderly or disabled passengers. 

        The London Eye is the most popular paid attraction 
in London. About three and a half million people visit the 
London Eye each year, and the attraction is open every 
day except Christmas. It is also closed one week in 
January for maintenance. 
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Key 

1. What is the main idea for the entire passage?  

A. The London Eye was finished in the year 2000. 

B. The London Eye is an amazing attraction. 

C. Ferris wheels are different than observation wheels. 

2. Look at the second paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside 
each supporting detail. 

A. __SD__ It took about 5,000 tons of steel to build the London Eye. 

B. __SD__ The London Eye took over a year and a half to build. 

C. __M___ The construction of the London Eye was challenging. 

3. There are five paragraphs in this passage. Which paragraph has a main idea of the London Eye 
is a very popular attraction?  Circle one:   1     2     3     4     5        

4. List one supporting detail for the popular attraction paragraph: Answers may vary: About three and 
a half million people visit the London Eye each year. The attraction is open every day except Christmas. It is closed 
one week in January for maintenance. 

5. Look at the third paragraph. Write M beside the main idea of this paragraph and SD beside each 
supporting detail. 

A. __M____ The London Eye allows passengers to see many London sights. 

B. __SD___ The London Eye is near the River Thames. 

C. __SD___ Visitors may see up to 25 miles away on a clear day. 

6. Look at the fourth paragraph. What is the main idea of this paragraph? 

A. The London Eye moves slowly. 

B. The capsules do not dangle like Ferris wheel seats.  

C. The London Eye carries passengers in large capsules. 

7. Look at the fourth paragraph. Which one is NOT true?  

A. There are 32 capsules. 

B. People must stay seated at all times in the capsule. 

C. A total of 800 people may ride the London Eye at one time. 

8. What is the main idea for the first paragraph?   

A. The London Eye was originally designed as part of a contest. 

B. The architects for the London Eye were David Marks and Julia Barfield. 

C. British Airways sponsored the London Eye. 
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